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because it abounds in hitherto unpublished notes throwing light on 
the administration of various politicians. But it leaves in the shadow 
the economic, literary, and scientific life of the nation. The questions 
of the budget and loans are but very briefly touched upon. Nothing 
whatever is said of the conditions of life of the workingmen, the peas- 
ants, and the bourgeoisie. It is a political history and nothing more. 
As such it is good. One clearly perceives the desire for impartiality 
of the author. But his efforts are vain. When he writes about the 
Commune, he cannot help showing his sympathy for M. Thiers and 
the Versaillais. The whole work is a panegyric of M. Thiers. He 
appears in this book as a great politician and a great patriot. We 
cannot subscribe, however, to the conclusion at which M. Hanotaux 
arrives, because he entirely omits to mention the personal motives of 
the acts of M. Thiers, which were very clever indeed, but quite 
shameless. 

The book of M. Hanotaux is certainly a good contribution to the 
contemporary political history of France, but it does not constitute 
the definite work which one may read who wishes to know well the 
social and political life of France from 1871 to 1873. 

A. and H. Hamon. 



La Commune vecue. Par Gaston Da Costa. Tome I, "18 
mars — 28 mai 1871." Paris: Librairie Quentin. Pp. xvi 
+ 474. Fr. 3.50. 
M. Da Costa took part in the Commune. He was very young 
then and holding an office in it. He relates what he saw and heard, 
either during the events themselves or in the prisons and the bagnios. 
He questioned others, also witnesses to this tragedy. He had in his 
hands unpublished records, manuscript memoirs, and official docu- 
ments. He is able, therefore, to state precisely some little-known 
facts, and to present some others quite unknown, but of great impor- 
tance. He discusses, besides, the works written before him treating 
of the Commune. M. Da Costa's work, of which the first volume 
alone is issued so far, shows a noble effort toward impartiality. And 
he would have completely succeeded if he had put in it less passion 
and had refrained from using certain qualifications and certain appre- 
ciations which are too violent. He forgot that the men, whoever they 
be, are always inevitably determined to act as they do. The author 
follows but imperfectly the chronological order of events. Thus, in 
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the first part, after having told about the day of March 18, he relates 
the process that followed, after the repression of the Versaillais. 

The second part is devoted to the " Dictature du Comite central " 
in the days that followed. The third part treats of the " Commune 
revolutionnaire ; " the fourth part, of the "Tragedie des otages." 
This last part will be concluded in the second volume. 

La Commune vecue is a work fully documented and with many 
an anecdote which tells of the mentalities of the actors of those 
events. M. G. Hanotaux should read this book to correct his 
panegyric of M. Thiers. 

A. and H. Hamon. 



" Die Stellung der amerikanischen Wohltatigkeitsvereine," 
Zeitschrift fiir das Armenwesen, March, 1904. 

In this paper Dr. Gustav Herzfeld, of Berlin, discusses "The 
Position of American Charity Organizations." The writer's 
thorough familiarity with the methods of charity both in Germany 
and America adds weight to words that will be read with interest 
and pleasure on this side of the water. Dr. Herzfeld was particularly 
impressed by the facilities afforded for practical education in charity 
work in the United States — university instruction, the New York 
Summer School in Philanthropic Work soon to be expanded into a 
two-year course, residence in settlements, training in connection 
with charity-organization societies, clubs for the study of philan- 
thropic activities, etc., etc. Germany's deficiency in this respect is 
not concealed, nor the fact that proportionally the German field offers 
far less opportunity for the employment of technically educated 
charity administrators. One consequence of this is that investiga- 
tions into cases applying for relief is much less thorough in Germany 
than in America, particularly where non-salaried agents are 
employed. "There are reasons," writes Dr. Herzfeld, "why we 
should earnestly consider the question whether, leaving the funda- 
mental principles of the Elberfeld system untouched, we should not 
instal a number of salaried investigators and inspectors in public 
poor-relief work, as has already been done with success in a number 
of [German] cities." 

The question as to whether, and how far, a charity-organization 
society itself should give relief is also considered. Mr. Charles F. 
Weller's position on this subject, as expressed at the Charity Con- 



